April  1st:,  1914 


Fu  G.  Tu  O'Bara,  Fsa.', 

Dominions  Royal  Con-mission:, 

Department  of  Trade  and  Commerce:, 

Ottawa . 

Dear  Sir1: 

T  r:t  sending  your  letter  witn  its  enclosures  to 
our  Department  oi  Political  Fccnony  in  the  chance  that  they 
nay  have  some  information  that  they  may  desire  to  set  before 
tne  Dominions  Royal  Commission. 

Yours  sincerely, 


President 


K  U 


145E8 


Dominions  Royal  Commission, 

Canadian  Office: — 

The  Department  of  Trade  and  Commerce, 

Ottawa. 

May  1st. ,  1914. 


Empire  Development  £  Organization 


Sir 


You  have  already  been  advised  of  the  coming  visit 


to  Canada  this  summer  of  the  Dominions  Royal  Commission,  which 
is  engaged  in  an  exhaustive  study  of  the  resources  of  the 
Empire. 

In  connection  therewith  there  is  one  subject,  that 
of  Empire  development  and  organization,  which  I  am  desired  by 


the  Commission  to  bring  to  your  special  attention.  I  enclose 
herewith  a  brief  memorandum  printed  upon  the  subject  and  am 
directed  to  ask  if  you  will  be  good  enough  to  prepare  a  brief 
and  concise  memorandum  upon  this  subject,  in  duplicate,  and  let 
me  have  same,  if  possible,  by  the  15th  inst. ,  so  that  upon  its 
receipt  one  copy  may  be  immediately  d espatched  to  London.  The 
Commission  desires  to  have  all  memoranda  submitted  on  the 
various  questions  which  they  have  to  study  sent  to  them  in  ad¬ 
vance  to  London,  as  they  may  wish  to  ask  for  additional  infor¬ 
mation  when  the  sittings  are  held  at  the  various  points  in 
Canada. 


I  am  quite  sure  that  the  Commission  will  very  much 


appreciate  any  trouble  you  may  go  to  in  this  matter,  and  I 
hope  you  can  see  your  way  toward  letting  me  have  your  views 


Enel 


upon  the  subject  referred  to  on  or  before  the  above  date. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be , 


Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant 


R.A.  Falconer,  Esq.,  C*M.G. , 

M. A. ,  LL.D. , 

President,  Toronto  University 

Toronto ,  Ont. 


Local  Officer. 


Dominions  Royal  Commission, 

Canadian  Office: — 

The  Department  of  Trade  and  Commerce, 

Ottawa. 


EMPIRE  DEVELOPMENT  AND  ORGANIZATION. 

In  1911,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  referred  at  the  Imperial 
Conference  to  the  need  for  somebody  to  be  in  the  position  of  promoter  in 
order  to  help  forward  Imperial  schemes  of  joint  development.  He  based 
this  view  on  the  fact  that  when  great  Imperial  schemes  were  put  forward, 
and  when  all,  or  most,  of  the  parties  to  the  proposed  contract  were  ready  to 
come  in,  great  delay  occurred,  and  the  scheme  frequently  broke  down  because 
nobody  was  in  a  position  to  undertake  the  promotion. 

Both  in  the  United  Kingdom  and  Australasia  witnesses  before  the  Domin¬ 
ions  Royal  Commission  have  taken  up  this  idea,  and  have  suggested  various 
schemes  for  the  development  of  the  Empire,  and  particularly  for  the  promotion 
of  its  trade,  commerce,  and  public  works,  by  means  of  some  continuing  orga¬ 
nization. 

Mr.  Harold  Beauchamp,  one  of  the  directors  of  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand, 
giving  evidence  at  Wellington,  proposed  that  an  Imperial  Development  Board 
should  be  created,  containing  representatives  of  the  Mother  Country  and  of 
all  the  Dominions,  which  would  have  for  its  object  the  assisting  of  the  various 
Governments  in  the  raising  of  loans  for  purposes  of  Imperial  utility  on  the 
most  advantageous  terms.  The  Commission  also  heard  at  Melbourne 
evidence  from  the  Honourable  Alfred  Deakin,  ex-Prime  Minister  of  the  Com¬ 
monwealth  of  Australia  in  support  of  Mr.  Beauchamp’s  proposal. 

Mr.  Richard  Jebb  and  Mr.  E.  T.  Powell,  giving  evidence  in  London,  on 
behalf  of  the  Empire  Trade  and  Industry  Committee  of  the  Royal  Colonial 
Institute,  similarly  urged  the  creation  of  an  Imperial  Development  Board. 
In  their  proposal,  however,  the  Board  would  have  funds  at  its  disposal,  would 
have  an  executive,  as  well  as  an  advisory  capacity,  and  would  possess  general 
financial  control  of  all  subsidized  Inter-Imperial  mail  and  telegraph  services. 

The  establishment  of  a  permanent  body,  following  the  lines  of  the  Domin¬ 
ions  Royal  Commission,  which  would  study  and  advise  on  general  commercial 
questions  and  the  development  of  the  natural  resources  of  the  Empire,  has 
also  been  advocated  by  witnesses,  whilst  others  have  urged  the  setting  up  of 
a  permanent  body,  whose  scope  would  be  wider. 

The  Commission  hope  that  this  subject  will  be  developed  by  evidence 
before  them  in  Canada. 


May  5th,  1914 


P.  C.  T>.  O’Hara ;  Psa., 

Dorr  inions  Royal  Con-mission. 

Dear  Sir: 

In  answer  to  your  letter  with  regard  to  the  coming  visit 
to  Canada  of  tne  Dotrinions  Royal  Commission  to  study  the  resources 
of  tne  Pnoire  I  nay  say  tnat  I  have  submitted  your  letter  with  tne 
enclosed  memorandum  to  Professor  Mavor  for  a  reoort  on  the  natter. 
Professor  Vavor  advises  n.e  tnat  after  consultation  with  Professor 
Lloyd  of  the  sane  deoartn  int  ne  is  unacle  to  oreoare  within  the  tiTe 
SDecified  sucn  a  memorandum  as  he  would  he  willing  to  submit  to  tne 
Commission  at  this  time.  He  will  be  willing,  nowever,  to  nave  a 
memorandum  nreDared  dealing  with  some  onase  of  tne  sucject  for 
cresentation  to  the  Commission  wnen  tney  hold  tneir  sittings  here 
next  summer. 

I  am, 

Yours  sincerely, 


President. 


